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forth on a conquering spree with the help of his invincible
four-fold army. Inspite of his valour and the might of his
army he was unable to gain victory anywhere. Proceeding
westward clockwise, he finally reached the south eastern
vicinity of Malaya mountain. As soon as he entered the
hermitage of sage Agastya, the consort of Lopamudra, he
had a strange experience. Regaining some peace of mind
the king approached the sage, prostrated before him and
occupied a seat offered by the sage. In all humility the king
told him the failure of his exploits. He said, "Though I have
unparalleled strength supported by my mighty army, I have
been facing defeat after defeat. I have a lot of wealth and
other accessories, but no peace of mind. Kindly be my friend,
guide and philosopher and guide me. I take refuge in you".
The sage was kindly disposed and said, "O king, I will
explain the reason for your failure in war and your
restlessness. In spite of many virtuous qualities, instead of
taking the advice of noble persons you flauntered and
committed sinful deeds. Your association with
unscrupulous persons had resulted in your present plight.
You believed in heritics and unscrupulously discarded the
worship of Lord Siva. Even now you continue to revel in
the company of those pretenders. The people of this group
are materialists opposed to right conduct and are enemies
of the Great God. They possess the base qualities of desire,
wrath and greed. They are full of pride and self-conceit
and their devotion to Vishnu is hypocritical. You have
abondoned the injunctions of scriptures regarding the
worship of Parameswara. So long as you hate Lord Sankara
and His devotees wearing the holy ashes and rudrakshas,
success will elude you. All the Gods dwell in Siva and by
worshipping Him all the Gods are pleased. As you have
neglected Him, all the Gods are unfavourable to you".
The king realised his folly and requested the sage to
inform him the way for leading a pleasant life on earth and
attaining salvation after death. The sage was kind enough